Kazimir Malevich: The Supremacy of Pure Feeling D#i#z: & EF X

It is art that calls for the end of painting. Instead of focusing on images, it is based purely on emotion and

raw revolutionary instinct. Both idealistic and rebellious, the work of Ukrainian artist Kazimir Malevich

(1878-1935) brought art into new territory. Fearlessly, he called out to his fellow artists, “...... follow me

comrades, in flight, into the depths,” as a general would call out to his troops.
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Malevich was always an experimentalist. After studying at the Drawing School in Kiev, he explored

modernist styles like Cubism and Futurism. But it would be something of his own creation that would set

the art world on its ear. He called it Suprematism, which he defined as “..... the supremacy of pure feeling

in creative art.”
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Suprematism involved geometric shapes, flatly painted on the pure canvas surface. Malevich created many

of these compositions. Black Square, which is just that, was the forefather. White on White features a

white square within a larger white frame.
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Malevich’s art was closely tied to the Russian Revolution that was happening around him. He considered
himself a revolutionary even after the Communist Party tried to censor his art, and even imprisoned him
for it. But this reaction only gave his work all the more meaning. Its power derives not only from its

appearance, but from the bold commitment of the man who created it.
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—by Joe Henley
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More Information

supremacy [se " premesi|n. £k s EHhAL

call for Zik, 54

revolutionary [ reve ~ lufen er1] adj. ik . BIHH

instinct [ ° 1nstinkt] n. AfE; Kk

call out: K7 g, 14 4 to speak loudly to get someone's attention
Cubism [ kjubizem] n. AR

Futurism [ " fjutfo 1zem] n. KR, KK+ X

Suprematism [sa'premsa tizan] n. % b3 3

define [d1 " fain]v. %4...... FE X

geometric [d31e ~ metrik] adj. JL{AE %M

flatly[ ° fleetlz] adv. ~F1iiHs; “FIHHL

forefather [ for fada n. Ai3E; #4HH

censor [ " sense]v. A CGHHRIZE), HE

derive [d1 " rawv]v. JEH..., HH...

set something on its ear: fi..... K 41514 to change a type of activity in a surprising and exciting way
Ukrainian [ju * krenten] adj. %77 %)

be tied to 5... %K RTE L

reaction [r1 ~ aekfon] n. S



